
SampleOperating By-Laws

_______ COMMISSION ON DISABILITY

ARTICLE I: TITLE AND PURPOSE

1. The nameof this commissionis theCommissionon Disability
(hereafterreferredto as the Commission).

2. The purposeof the Commissionis to coordinateor carry out programsin
coordination,with programsof theMassachusettsOffice on Disability in order
to bring aboutfull andequal participationin all aspectsof life in the
City/Town of _____________________for peoplewith disabilities.

3. The purposeof theseby-laws is to establishprinciplesandproceduresfor the
governanceof this Commission.

ARTICLE U: POWERSAND DUTIES

1. Researchlocal problems of peoplewith disabilities.

2. Coordinate the activities of other local groups organizedto meet the
needsof peoplewith disabilities.

3. Review andmake recommendationsabout policies, procedures,
servicesandactivities of departments andagenciesof the City/Town of
____________________as they affect peoplewith disabilities.
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ARTICLE ifi: MEMBERSHIP

1. TheCommissionshall consistof sevenmembersappointedby the Mayor.
The majority of membersshall consistof peoplewith disabilities. Oneof
suchmembersmay be a memberof the immediatefamily of a personwith
a disability. Onemembershall be eitheran electedor an appointedofficial
of the city.

2. The membersshall initially servethe following terms:

a. Two membersshall serveone-yearterms.

b. Two membersshall servetwo-yearterms.

c. Threemembersshall servethree-yearterms.

After the initial term all membersshall servethree-yearterms.

3. Resignationsshall be madeby notifying the chairpersonin writing.

4. If any memberis absentfrom threeregularlyscheduledmeetingsin any one
calendaryear, a recommendationshall be madeto the Mayor that he/shebe
removedfrom the Commission.,unlessany or all absenceshavebeen
excusedfor good causeby the chairperson.Goodcauseshall include,but
notbe limited to: illness, a deathin the family, weather,andprofessional
responsibifities.

5. TheMayor shall.fill any vacancyfor the remainderof the unexpiredterm in
the samemanneras an original appointment.
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6. Any membersof saidCommissionmay, after a public hearing, if so requested,
be removedfor causeby the appointingauthority.

7. Membersshall get the approvalof the Commissionprior to makingstatements
or joining activities on behalfof the Commission.

8. All membersshall havefull voting rights.

ARTICLE TV: OFFICERS

1. The officers shall include a chairperson,vice chairperson,secretaryand
treasurer.

2. Officers shall be electedannuallyby a majority vote of the Commission.

3. Onemembermay hold more thanone office.

4. Duties

A. The chairpersonshall:

• 1. Developthe agendain coordinationwith the otherofficers;
2. Presideoverall meetings;
3. Appointsubcommitteesasneeded;•
4. Authorizeexpendituresas needed.

B. Thevice chairpersonshall performall the
• functionsof the chairpersonin his/herabsence.


